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FIT We be 


Put them in Mind to be ſubjeT to principalities and 
powers, to obey magiſtrates, zo be 1 to every good 
Wark, 


HE Jews at the time when the goſpel w was pro- 
mulged miſtook ſo much the prophetical deſcrip- 
tions of the Meſſiab, and had fo high a ſenſe of their ſu- 
perior privileges, that they diſdained ſubjection to heathen 
powers, and were apt to rebel on every proſpect of ſha- 


: king off the yoke. Thoſe among them who embraced 


chriſtianity ſeem to have retained part of theſe prejudices ; 


and many other chriſtians judaized in this reſpect, and, 


through falſe notions of their chriſtian liberty and ſpiritual 
advantages, imagined that they were ſet free from civil 
obligations. In oppoſition to ſuch opinions, which cauſed 
+ the name of God and his dodrine to be blaſphemea, pre- 

B 'copts 


+ 2 Tim. vi. 1. 
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cepts of fbmiſſion to civil powers are no leſs ſeaſonably 

than earneſtly inculcated by the ſacred writers; and the 
ſpirit of chriſtianity, which is always amiable and reaſon- 
able and conducive to human happineſs, takes occaſion to 
benefit mankind by diſplaying itſelf on the ſubject of ſo- 

cial and civil duties. 
At a time therefore when we are called upon to com- 
memorate an offence againſt civil ſociety as unjuſtifia- 
ble in its ſprings and cauſes, as bloody in its progreſs, and 
as ruinous in its effects, as any that diſgraces the annals 
of hiſtory, and which appears to have principally, though 
not ſolely, ariſen from religion; on ſuch an occaſion, 
I fay, it ſeems not unſeaſonable to ſhew that the genius 
and diſpoſition of genuine chriſtianity are highly favour- 
able and beneficial to civil ſociety; and to contraſte this 
view with ſome doctrines of a corrupt church the oppoſite 
tendency of which has been experienced by ourſelves and 
others. | 
I. Chriſtianity gives us the moſt juſt and awful concep- | 

tions of the one God; it aſſures us that the minuteſt 
tranſactions of this life fall under his inſpection and con- 
troul; and repreſents him in ſuch a manner under the 
characters of rewarder and avenger as moſt powerfully to 

engage our hopes and alarm our fears Whatever good 
effects therefore religion in general can have on commu- 
nities, theſe e tends to produce in the higheſt 
degree. 

But the influence a all religious inſtitutions on natio- 
nal welfare muſt be allowed to encreaſe in proportion as 
they ſtrengthen the cauſe of virtue. For it is a truth 
which none can diſprove, and which only a few of cor- 
rupt hearts and perverted minds have denied, that virtue 


18 95 


6 
is the foundation of greatneſs and ſtability to civil ſocie- 
ties. Hiſtory teaches us that it has given to every form 
of government the greateſt perfection which it admits of; 


and it is evident from the reaſon of things that it muſt af- 4 


ford a ſtate high advantages in circumſtances which are 
alike, and that it mult greatly counterbalance ſuch as are 
unfavourable. For by diffuſing a ſpirit of ſobriety induſ- 
try and ſimplicity, of concord juſtice and fortitude ; by 
thus exalting and perfecting human nature, it makes ſo- 
ciety to conſiſt of members who form, as it were, a ſupe- 
rior claſs of beings: and, beſides producing naturally the 
beſt effects, it derives on communities the countenance and 
protection of God, who may well be thought to interpoſe 
in the ſupport and deliverance of righteous ſtates, for the 
reward and encouragement of virtue, and to keep alive 
in mankind a ſenſe of this truth. that * his kingdom ruleth 
over all. © : +> eh ns > Tris 

But chriſtianity builds virtue on the firmeſt foundation 
by declaring 1t to be.the will of God as 1t were by a voice 
from heaven. It diſtinctly and unerringly exhibits the 
great outlines of duty; and not only abounds in the 
pureſt and moſt exalted precepts, but affords alſo the 
ſtrongeſt motives and aſſiſtances to the performance of 
Mews: © | % e, ro Ivy 

If we go on to conſider the enforcements and reſtraints 
of chriſtianity relating to ſome particular actions which 
peculiarly affect ſocial life, its influence on public wel- 
fare will more fully appear. It enjoins us to keep our: 
veſſel + in ſanEification and honour as | the temple of 
the Holy Ghojt, and to be temperate & in all things in 

Rn” | Our. 
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checks the growth of luxury and ſenſuality, vices ever 
fatal to common-wealths :- it not only condemns injuſtice 
oppreſſion and fraud, by which the ends of ſociety are de- 
feated ; but the tribe of vices, ſuch as ſloth envy and in- 
Sratitude; by which it is weakened and deformed : it 
enforces a ſacred regard to truth from the near relation in 
which chriſtians ſtand to each other as members of the 
fame myſtical body, and thus affords a new inducement 
to veracity and fidelity in our oaths diſcourſe and com- 


e Pudy to be quiet * and do his own buſineſs ; a duty the 
diſcharge of which would greatly conduce to the tranquil- 
lity of civil life: it teaches every man to regard another's 
walk +, and deſcribes charity as ſeeking Þ not ber own ; by 

which it tends to ſpread univerſally a generous and public 
ſpirit : and, to finiſh the conſideration of it in this view, 


meekneſs and humility, of compaſſion and benevolence ; 
by which it leads human focieties to imitate ſuperior or- 
ders of beings in the difpoſition to promote general hap- 
5 the higheſt ornament of the beſt natures. 

But chriftianity conduces to public welfare ſtill more 


tive and ſocial duties, and by training the mind to fubjec- 
tion wherever it is du. 


We are required all of us to be J Jubjes one to another 
notwithſtanding any accidental ſuperiority of ſtation, by 


Alchaging offices of condeſcenſion and humility, and by 
ſabwiteing to truth and * wherever we find it; nay 
5 often 


1 Theſſi iv. 1. 1 Cor. x. 24. 1 Cor. ü. 57 
51 Pet. v. 5. . 15 


our conteſt for an incorruptible crown ; by which it 


8: it directs a chriſtian's ambition to this object that 


it lncolonds from forcible and new motives the virtues of 


particularly by giving the wiſeſt precepts concerning rela- 
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often to the infirmities prejudices and paſſions of thoſe 
with whom we converſe. We are enjoined to * honour all 
men with that honour which is due to them as partakers 
of the ſame common nature and chriſtian privileges; and 
which will not only ſecure them, how mean ſoever their 
rank may be, from unworthy and contemptuous treat- 
ment, but in a proper degree make their wellbeing the 
object of our concern. 
Much more are we to pay fubje&tion nag honour where 
any ſuperiority from nature requires them. And chriſti- 
f anity, by enforcing this ſubjection and concurring with 
nature in this as in all other reſpects, at the ſame time 
4 promotes the happineſs of domeſtic lite and diſciplines the 
3 mind to civil ſubordination. 

But, farther, chriſtianity directly enforoed obedience to 
| civil magiſtrates from the wiſeſt topics; from a dread of 
: that puniſhment which they may juſtly inflict on evil 
* doers ; from the high utility of their inſtitution; and 
from a ſenſe of duty to God, whoſe ordinance ſociety i is 
| juſtly declared to be. For it is the will of: God that the 
i weak and innocent ſhould be protected, and the invaders of 
3 human rights reſtrained ; ends to be ſecured only by civil 

ſociety : nay, the forming of ourſelves into ſocieties im- 
mediately follows from that . conſtitution. of things which 
God has appointed, from our need of mutual aſſiſtance 
and power of affording it both as to the improvement of 
our nobler faculties and the ſupply of our natural wants; 
and from the ſtrong impulſes of eilt affection by which 
we are actuated, 
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The meaſures of our ſubjection are to be fixed: by the 


ends of ſociety, and by the laws and uſages of the coun- 


try in which we live. The two Apoſtles * who touch on 
this point enjoin fubmiſſion and condemn refiſtance in ge- 
neral terms ; leaving their precepts, as their manner is 
to be limited by reaſon and nature. 

The circumſtance of paying tribute is aptolily inſiſted 
on by St. Paul! + becauſe there was a ſect among the Jews 
which held its unlawfulneſs. | 

The Apoſtle obſerves farther that honovr + as well as 
tribute is due to the magiſtrate. And accordingly thoſe 
$ preſumpiuous and ſelfwilled perſons are ſharply rebuked 
who deſpiſe dominion and ſpeak evil of dignities. . 

Chriſtians are alſo exhorted to offer up petitions and 


thankſgivings It for all that are in authority; a precept 


the performance of which muſt be attended with the beſt 


conſequences. For ſuch prayers will naturally be produc- 
tive of that ſubjection and honour which are due to ma- 


iſtrates ; as they impreſs on us our duty, and make it 
inconſiſtent with every religious and ingenuous principle 
to defeat the ends of that government which we beſcech 
God to proſper. 


But as in relative ſo mY in vil duties chem lays 


men under reciprocal obligations. St. Paul, while he is 


enforcing the ſubject's duty, with an admirable delicacy 
of addreſs reminds the magiſtrate of the end of his office, 
that he is the miniſter of God for good **. | * 
Such then are the precepts of our religion with regard 
to civil government ; and if it has not recommended in 
reſs terms the love of our country, yet all muſt confeſs. 


| that it has recommended its ne fruits and that be- 


nevolence 


enn pet. ii. 13. | + Rom, xiii, 7.3 - 4 4-Fet 3, 20, 
| i, * Tam" nn. 1.54 T® Rom. xili. 4. | | 


nevolence which comprehends it. And, to anſwer this 


to inſtruct us in religion and morality, points with which 
our eternal wellbeing is connected. Where duty is not 


ment and the modes of wiſe adminiſtration, men may well 


be left to their own reaſon to trace out what is expedient 


to mankind, and illuſtrate. the perfect harmony between 


chriſtianity, is a conſideration which its enemies have inſiſted 


on with triumph. That it has improved the morals of man- 


enquirer will deny. If it was itſelf perſecuted. by the miſ- 
taken zeal or policy of the heathen magiſtrate, it was 


this ſhews indeed that a part of mankind is capable of - 
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objection more directly, if it does not teach the duty in 
ſo many words, this is owing to the nature of the chriſ- 
tian diſpenſation, which ſuppoſes an antecedent law of 
reaſon, and was not intended as a . of moral much 
leſs of political duties. 

In é the ſame manner an attention to the n of the oo. 
pel removes the force of another objection, that chriſtianity 
has no civil inſtitutions, The grand aim of revelation was 


concerned, as in determining the forms of civil govern- 


for their temporal happineſs. Such general Principles as 
the goſpel affords with reſpect to civil life are highly uſeful 


reaſon and revelation ; but it is abſurd to expect an in- 
terpoſition of the Deity to the excluſion of reaſon in a 
province where it could duly exert itſelf. 


How far public happineſs has been in fact 3 "0 
kind, and humanized their natures, is what no unprejudiced 


deſigned to correct thoſe abuſes of the law of reaſon to 
which this malignant diſpoſition owed its riſe. If animo- 
ſities and perſecutions prevail among chriſtians themſelves, 


perverting every gracious interpoſition of God for the 
regulation of their evil paſſions : But nevertheleſs chriſ- 
tianity, 


| (<8) ) 


tianity has the praiſe of conducing much to ſoften men's 


tempers by the ſpirit of love which it breathes, and to 
open their underſtandings by the freedom of - enquiry 


which it encourages. So that it every way tends to produce 


mutual forbearance for that diverſity of opinion in ſome 
points which, on account of men's different talents and 
opportunities, will ever be the reſult of + fearching the 
feriptures and ¶ proving all things. 

But I paſs on to the painful contraſte between the 
Romiſh doctrines with regard to civil ſociety and the 
reaſonable and amiable ones which are : Tet forth in the 
golpel. 

II. The corruptions of popery 3 the two main 
pillars of ſociety, religion and virtue. Falſe objects of 
worſhip diſtract devotion, and divide among many that 
love and affiance which ought to reſt full and entire on 
the one ſupreme being: nor can any thing more directly 
tend to make void the precept of ferving God in ſpirit 
and in truib than burthening worſhip with a * 
fucoeſſion of unmeaning rites and ceremonies. 


A relaxation of morality is almoſt e -occali- 


oned by the doctrine of indulgences and groundleſs reli- 
ance on the merits of others; by teaching the efficacy of 
a tranſient ſorrow for ſin inſtead of an habitual deteſtation 
of it; by the ſubſtitution of bodily penance for the fixed 
change and renovation of mind which the goſpel requires; 
and by lulling men into ſecurity that their ſins are blotted 
ut by curſory confeſſions and judicial abſolutions, and 


by deathbed rites no leſs abſurdly than 3 ex- 


tended 0851 the ee age. 
50 7 
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ſetting up another. 


0 

Nor, again, is the good of ſociety in a ſmall degree ob- 

ſiruRed by the frequency of monaſtic vows, by the avo- 
cations of idle ſhews, and by the ſuperſtitious obſervance 


of days and months and years. 


It may be farther remarked that public welfare is 
made precarious by the admiſſion of one claſs of men into 
the receſſes of every heart; by the awe which they im- 
preſs, and the unlimited aſcendency which they acquire, 
from that moſt horrid and blaſphemous pretenſion to the 

wer of creating (as themſelves expreſs it) the Son of 
God and offering him in ſacrifice to the Father, and from 


their adminiſtration of other rites deemed in themſelves 


ſufficient to gain the divine favour; by their pleading ex- 
emption from the juriſdiction of the civil magiſtrate; and 
by their vows of implicit obedience to their ſpiritual head 
inconſiſtent with their civil ties: ſome of which obſerva- 
tions with regard to one order, ever fertile in treaſonable 
plots, have their truth atteſted by the preſent conduct of 
the moſt bigoted Romiſb princes. 

But what particularly demands. our attention is, how. 
fully the head of this grand + apoſtacy has verified St. 
Pais deſcription of him, that he + oppo/eth and exalteth 
himſelf above all that is called God or worſhipped, or. 
above every temporal. prince how. auguſt or ſacred ſoever. 
Here then hiſtory preſents him receiving, and exact- 
ing the humbleſt ſubmiſſion. from kings and emperors, 
proudly arrogating to himſelf the donation of kingdoms, . 
and thus as God (for ſo. civil. magiſtrates are called) fitting” 
in the temple of God, the chriſtian church, ſhewing that 
he is God by extending the civil juriſdiction of an oppreſ- 
fave hierarchy even to & putting down one prince and 


„Gal. iv. 10, +. 2 Theſſ. il. 3. 1 Tim. iv. 21 
12 Theſſ. ii. 4. L Pf, Ixxv. 7: 


1 
The papal power of depoſing princes, and of freeing 
ſubjects from their oath of fidelity, was an uncontroverted 


article of faith in the church of Romè during the courſe 


of near five centuries : It is the tenor of her canon law ; it 


has the fanction of many general councils ; and there are 
repeated inſtances of its actual exerciſe. The partial diſ- 
avowal of it by a decree of * a ſingle faculty, and in the ap- 
proved expoſition of one + eminent writer, under the reign 


of a vigorous ? monarch in a neighbouring kingdom the 


moſt intent of any in ſubjection to the ſee of Rome on 


repelling its encroachments, and yet where in the ſame 


5 F century it had been impoſed as a fundamental doctrine of 
their church by the whole clergy under pain of excom- 


munication; ſuch a diſavowal cannot be placed in the 
ſcale againſt the frequent and ſolemn approbations of it. 


Much leſs can we be fecured from its effects by the un- 


authorized declarations of private men made with a view 


to mitigate the rigour of penal laws extorted by treaſons 


and rebellions. The doctrine may ſtill have force to 


ſhake or ſubvert government when ſeaſonably urged on 


the confcience by the hopes and fears of futurity, which 


the Romiſb emiſſaries ſo powerfully addreſs to affect the 
civil actions of their adherents, and by which they over- 


balance the certainty of the ſevereſt temporal puniſhment. 


The renunciation of fuch deſtructive tenets ſhould be as 


12 and ſolemn as the recorded deciſtons in their ſup- 
"But the fecurity of oaths has been lately offered to go- 


vernment in return for its full confidence and protection. 
Early i in the reign of that prince under whom the troubles + 
now W dn aroſe, the cauſe of popery in theſe 
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kingdoms was negociated at Rome, and 1 oaths of al- 
legiance framed. But we have little reaſon to conclude 


from the good faith and moderation of the Romiſh Church, 


or from circumſtances particularly affecting ourſelves, that 
the acceptance of ſuch engagements would have prevent- 


ed the rebellion of this day which other general obligati- 
ons of a religious and civil nature were much too weak to 
revent; or that ſuch a meaſure, by ſoftening the diſpoſi- 
tion of the Romaniſis towards us, would have reſtrained 
them from the many acts of oppreſſion and cruelty under 
which the proteſtant part of this nation groaned towards 
the cloſe of the laſt century. It ſeems far more probable, 
both from general and particular topics of conſideration, 
that ſtrengthening the hands of our enemies by placing 
them in ſtations of power and truſt, or by extending their 
property, would have contributed greatly if not effectu- 
ally to the ſubverſion of our religion and government. 
We may likewiſe reaſonably oppoſe to what has been ad- 
a on this ſubject the following more deciſive language 
of papal authority. The * oath of allegiance to heretics 
© cannot be taken conſiſtently with the catholic faith, 
- and the falvation of the ſoul.” “ We Þ forbid that 
% you ſhould. obſerve leagues compacts and agreements 
« with heretics, or permit them to be obſerved.” Know 
« that you could not pledge your faith to heretics; 
&« and, if you keep your faith with. them, you fin mor- 


« ee 


- We may well dl Ges what muſt be the conſe- | 
quence of the avowed perſuaſion that members of reform- 


ed ae, are outcaſts from heaven, and final objects of 


God's 


DM The words of Pope Paul v. + The 3 of Pork Urban vi 
BAR | t The words of e Martin v. 
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God's wrath. As if Chriſt had not clearly fixed the 


terms of our acceptance in his goſpel; or as if it were 


the boldeſt impiety for man to place himſelf in the judg- 
ment ſeat of God. Hence unreſerved obedience to 
papal edicts dictated by ambition and worldly policy, 


commanding Catholic princes to “ expel * heretics,” 
and © to withhold from thera the comforts of humanity 
e with the faithful.“ Hence ſecret deteſtation of them 
at all times; and, when the minds of men are inflamed 


in times of turbulence and diſorder, ſuch horrid effects as 
this nation felt, cool and deliberate murther in all the 
ſhapes which the moſt ſavage cruelty could deviſe. 


Theſe religious cauſes concurring with the unhappy 
ſtate of the times, with groundleſs ſurmiſes of a public 


nature, and with the intereſted endeavours of ſome to in- 


ſtill or inflame national hatred, gave riſe to a rebellion 


which, though reſtrained by providence from executing. 


its full purpoſe, for which we now offer up to God our 


moſt devout thanks, yet ſo marked its courſe with blood 
that it ſpread depopulation felt to this day ; and, incapa- 


ble of being diſproved or palliated by any arts, will ever 


ſtand high in the rank of thoſe tranſactions which leave a 


deep ſtain on human nature. 

In countries where knowledge is generally diffuſed, 
and where the principles of civil liberty are well under- 
ſtood, there are many, no doubt, of the miſtaken adhe- 
rents to the Romiſb ſuperſtition who diſclaim the treaſon- 
able doctrines of genuine popery. Chriſtianity requires 


that we behave to all of them in their perſonal capacity 


with moderation and brotherly kindneſs, + in/iruding 
them in meekne/s, and + /peaking the truth in love; though 


| | | | at 
See the Approbation of the council of Conſtance by pope Martin. > 
+ 2 Tim. it. 25. - . 
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at fit ſeaſons, for it 1s equally an apoſtolical precept, ex- 
horting & and rebuking them with all authority. But in 
their civil capacity public ſafety demands that we regard 
them with a jealous eye. May they all duly conſider that, 
as chriſtianity ſhews ſo Frame. a ſpirit to civil govern- 
ment, diſloyalty in a chriſtian is a crime highly aggrava- 
ted ; and may they all make ſuch returns to the mild and 


_ gracious government which they have long experienced as | 
are required by the motives of gratitude and intere 


the obligations of reaſon, and the authority of that 
revelation which has placed theſe precepts in ſuch cloſe 


* + Fear God, Honour the King. 
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THE END. 
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